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   Campus educators, voted 
by their peers as Educator of 
the Year, were honored by 
the Plainview ISD Board of 

T r u s t e e s  a n d  s c h o o l 
administration during the 
annual ñSalute to the Starsò 
Employee Awards  and 
Recognition Banquet held at 
the Education Complex Board 
Room on Friday, May 17.  

   Educators  receiving the 
honor include: Ash -  Jill Craig; 
College Hill ï Ida Rascon; 
Coronado -  Rigo Rey; 
Edgemere ï Virginia Malone; 
Estacado -  Marci Owens; 

Highland -  Caren Miller; 
Hillcrest ï Karen Taylor; 

Houston -  Monica Nunez; La 
Mesa -  Alissa Carter; Lakeside 
ï Jan Reeves;   Plainview High 
ï Todd Reynolds; and 
Thunderbird ï Eva Balenton.  

   Profiles of the Educators of 
the Year:  
 Eva Balenton, Thunderbird, 
says that education has 
always been important to her 
family. She received her 
educat io n  unde r  bo th 

segregated and integrated 
settings and has always 
considered this a blessing. 
She believes it helped her 

learn that the ñreal essence of 
educationò is much more than 

academia; ñit is the building 
of relationships with all 
mankind.ò Honors during her 
career include being named 
Outstanding Elementary 
Education student, PTA 
Lifetime Member, Teacher of 

the Week, Teacher You Can 
C o u n t  f r o m  L u b b o c k 
Avalanche Journal, Black 

 

Congratulations to the PHS Lady Bulldogs Varsity Softball team. They made history twice. 
They are the first ever Lady Dogs Softball team to win the Bi ïDistrict Championship . Then 
they forged on to win the AREA Championship. We are so proud of our girls and their 
coaches!   Note: We have some proud parents on staff -  Amy Hinojos is #4 daughter of 
Carlos (PHS ISS) and Sylvia Hinojos (SPED office), Shelby Coats is the daughter of Lorrie 
Coats (First Student) and Lori Gonzalez is the daughter of Monica Gonzalez (La Mesa).  

        (continued on page 2)  

Educator of the Year award recipients : Eva Balenton (seated, left), Thunderbird; Todd 
Reynolds, PHS,  Rigo Rey, Coronado; Karen Taylor, Hillcrest; Jan Reeves, Lakeside, Marci 
Owens (standing, left), Estacado; Ida Rascon, College Hill; Monica Nunez, Houston School; 
Caren Miller, Highland; Virgina Malone, Edgemere; and Alissa Carter, La Mesa.  Not shown is 
Jill Craig, Ash.  



 History Committeeôs 

Te ac h e r  Re c o g n i t i on 

Award, and the 2013 

Educator of the Year Award 

for Thunderbird. She is 

married to Lou Balenton 

and has three children, all 

graduates of Plainview 

High.  
  

Alissa Carter, La Mesa, is 

being honored by her 

peers with the Educator of 

the Year award for the 

third time.   She also 

received the award in 1996 

and 2003.   Carter is the 

assistant principal at La 

Mesa and will take over 

the role of principal in the 

fal l . Her career in 

education began 22 years 

ago. She has taught fifth 

grade, second grade, first 

grade and the gifted/

talented program.   She 

also serves as an adjunct 

professor at Wayland. She 

is married to Kevin Carter 

and they have a son, 

Blaine.   Carter said, ñI love 

what I do and I feel if you 

empower your students 

and tell them to reach for 

the stars they will!   What a 

great power we have!ò 
  

Jill Craig , Ash math 

teacher, began her career 

in Plainview ISD in 

2006.   She is a graduate of 

Texas Tech, is married to 

Mike and has four grown 

children ðMichelle, Reneô, 

Kayla and Andy.   She 

serves as a math mentor 

through Region 17 Service 

Center. She is also a 

participant in the West 

Texas Middle School 

Partnership, a program 

through TTU to promote 

the importance of math in 

middle schools. ñI like to 

think that I am planting 

seeds of knowledge, in my 

students, and that one day 

the seeds will produce a 

spark of interest and 

m a t h e m a t i c a l 

understanding of their 

everyday lives.ò 
  

Caren Miller, Highland, 

worked in business for 15 

years before finding her 

true passion in teaching. 

Miller says her greatest joy 

has come from seeing 

students learn to read well 

and, as a result, be able to 

pursue their own interests 

and passions. ñOne of the 

benefits of being in the 

same school for so long is 

the pleasure of seeing my 

former students grow up, 

find good jobs and start 

their own families,ò she 

said.   ñWhat better legacy 

can a person leave than to 

impact the future through 

the life of a child!ò She is 

married to Barry Miller. 

They have three children 

and five granddaughters.   
  
  

V i r g i n i a  M a l o n e , 

Edgemere, says the rewards 

of teaching include the 

smiles of her students. Her 

words of wisdom are to pray 

daily and sometimes minute 

by minute. ñTrust God. He 

will get you through the 

roughest times.ò Malone is 

retiring this May from a 29 -

year career in education. 

S h e  h a s  t a u g h t 

Kindergarten and grades 2 -

5. She is a graduate of West 

Texas State University and 

is married to   Kevin 

Malone.   They have two 

c h i l d r e n ðR a c h e l  a n d 

Quentin.  
  

Monica Nunez , Houston 

School, has been teaching 

for 8 years.   She is a 

graduate of Texas Tech 

University and is married to 

Gilbert Nunez. They have a 

son Avery Blake.   Nunez 

says she believes that you 

have to treat all students in 

a respectful manner in order 

to get the BEST from that 

child. ñWe need to believe in 

them so that they can 

believe in themselves,ò she 

says. ñSet high expectations 

and let them know the sky 

is the limit.ò 

  

Marci Owens , Estacado 

counselor, is completing 17 

years in the district. She 

earned a BA in psychology 

from Wayland and a 

masterôs degree in 

counseling from Texas 

Tech. She is married to 

Kenny Owens and has three 

married sons, all graduates 

of PHS and Texas Tech. She 

also has two one -year -old 

grandsons,   Will and 

Thomas.   Owens says that 

few things are as good as 

being t rus ted by  a 

teenager. ñGiven the right 

environment, every student 

can be successful. It is up 

to me to create that 

environment.ò  
  

Rigo Rey , art teacher at 

Coronado, has been an 

educator for 17 years. He is 

a PHS graduate, a graduate 

of Southwestern Oklahoma 

State University,   and is 

married to ñthe love of my 

life, JoAnn.ò Rey says that 

teachers are in a profession 

that matters. ñBeing an 

educator is like being a 

liquid,   a state of matter 

that has a definite volume, 

but no definite shape,ò said 

Rey.   ñWe have the ability 

to speak volumes to our 

s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  o u r 

c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  l i f e 

and   finally, in our fluid 

form, we have the ability to 

fill all of the voids our 

students possess.ò   

 

Ida Rascon , College Hill, 

says that making students a 

priority gives teachers the 

opportunity each day to 

impact and affect all 

aspects of studentsô lives 

and their future.   ñKnowing 

that I have made a 

difference in the life of a 

child provides me with 

feelings of accomplishment 

and is  a rewarding 

experience I will cherish for 

the rest of my life.ò  Rascon 

is retiring this year after a 

31 - year career as an 

educator. She is a graduate 

of Plainview High School 

and West Texas State 

University. She is married 

to Daniel and has two 

daughters ðMichele and 

Rebecca.  
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Jan Reeves, Lakeside 

science teacher, has been 

t e a c h i n g  f o r  n i n e 

years.   She hold bachelorôs 

and masterôs degrees from 

Wayland and is currently 

working on a masterôs 

degree in Administration. 

She is married to Steve and 

has two daughters -  Laurie 

R e e v e s  a n d  J e n n a 

Thompson. Jenna and her 

husband Cole are the 

parents of granddaughters 

Ryleigh and Hadley. Reeves 

says she is blessed to work 

with children and looks 

forward to what each day 

will bring. Her hope is to 

make a difference in the life 

of her students. She says it 

has been a privilege to have 

been part of the Lakeside 

legacy.  

  

Todd Reynolds, PHS, has 

been teaching for three 

years. He earned a 

bachelorôs degree from 

West Texas A & M 

University. He is married to 

Megaen and they are 

expecting their first child. 

His philosophy on teaching 

is to ñassess, assess, 

assess; always, always, 

always; including yourself.ò 

  

K a r e n  T a y l o r , 

Hillcrest,   has 26 years 

experience in teaching and 

is completing her third year 

in the district. She is a 

graduate of Texas Tech 

University and received her 

bilingual certification from 

Oregon State University. 

She is married to Jeff. They 

have four sons ðAdam, 

Sean, Travis, and Landon. 

ñOne thing I have learned 

that is important in my 

classroom is that I must 

give my students the same 

love, patience, and passion 

for learning that I have 

wanted my own boys to 

r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e i r 

teachers.  In addition, I 

know that if I become 

stagnant in my teaching, 

my classroom will reflect 

that, so I try to keep 

learning and growing.ò  
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Link to full story on website  

Service Awards: Honorees for 25, 30 or 40 years of service include 

Linda Rodriquez (seated, left), 30 years; Sharon Wright, 30 years; Dr. 

Ron Miller, 40 years, Vicki Stokes, 25 years, Carmen Perez, 25 years; 

Kym Norrell (standing, left), 25 years; Patty Rodgers, 30 years; Caren  

Miller, 25 years; Laura DeLuna, 25 years; Jana McCoy, 30 years; and 

Josie Rey, 25 years. Not pictured are Lucy Aguilera, 25 years, Susan 

Flippin, 25 years, Leon Hagerman, 25 years; Dee Ann Helton, 30 

years, Sandra Marshall, 30 years; and Brenda Coleman, 30 years.  

Retirees: Plainview ISD staff retiring during the 2012 -  2013 school year are 

Linda Ray (seated, left), Rubye Henderson, Dr. Ron Miller, Kayla Caldwell, Mary  

Kindinger, Rhonda Buie (standing, left), Patty Rodgers, Eva Balenton, Ida 

Rascon, Caren Miller, Virginia Malone, Dee Ann Odom, and Tricia Welch. Not 

shown are: Rhonda Weehunt, Tangy Garrison, Cliff Franklin, Edy Lou  

Mayfield, Carrie Rollins, Cipriana Garcia, and Lillie Barrett.  

Special dinner music was provided by nine -year -old 

Joseph Alcozer, a student at Edgemere Elementary and 

the son of  Tommy and Deborah Alcozer (Edgemere). 

Joseph is a member of the Children's Choir of 

Plainview under the direction of Dr. Debra Buford at 

Wayland Baptist University. He impressed the audience 

with his solo performance of songs from the Disney 

Spring Concert performed by the choir.  

Greg Brown, Executive Director for 

Administrative Services served as master of 

ceremonies.  Awards were presented by 

Brown,  Brownlee and Sylvia De La Garza.  

Board President Brandon Brownlee gave a 

brief message on ñHope, Change, and 

Inspiration.ò  He shared a quote from 

Margaret Mead, "Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 

change the world."  

Retiree Eva Balenton is greeted by event 

planners Theressa Burns, Rosie Licerio, and 

JoAnn Gamez.  

http://www.plainview.k12.tx.us/Portals/0/docs/jan.seago/News%202012/Employee_Awards%202013.pdf

